AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENT OF BELGIUM
AND THE

UNITED NATIONS ENVIRONMENT PROGRAMME ON THE
PROVISION OF JUNIOR PROFESSTONAL OFFICERS

Having regard to the mutunal desire of the Government of Belgium (hereinafter
referred to as “the Donor™) and the United Nations Environment Programme

(hereinafter referred to as “UNEP”)-for Junior Professional Officers (hereinafter
referred to as “JPOs”) to be engaged to perform the services for UNEP;

Having entered into the following Agreement:

1.1- UNEP will administer the recruitment process of the Belgian JPOs in
accordance with the guidelines established in the Annex to fhis Agreement which

forms an integral part of this Agreement,

1.2 Candidates selected for appointment by UNEP shall receive appointments as
Junior Professional Officers and shall be issued Letters of Appointment constituting
them members of the staff of UNEP. As such, they shall have the status of
| international civil servants and shall be subject to the relevant rules and regulations of
the United Naﬁoné. “They shall be assigned to the Unit of UNEP for which they were
recruited. Any change in assignment requires the prior approval of the Donor.2.1
JPOs shall be subject to the authority of the Executive Director of UNEP and
shall be responsible to him/her in the exercise of their functions, JPOs shall not seek
or accept mstructions in the performance of their duties, from any Government

including their own or other authority external to UNEP.

3.1 The terms and conditions of employment of Junior Professional Officers shall
be those prescribed by the appropriate United Nations or UNEP authorities for the
category of staff to which the Junior Professional Officers belong, and shall be
embodied expressly or by reference in the Letters of Appointment to be issued to

them. In accordance with the rules and regulations thereto those conditions shall




include adequate insurance coverage for éervicedncurred death, injury or illness and
for the JPOs who are assigned in the European Economic Area and Switzerland the
participation in the United Nations Joint Staff Pension Fund. For the JPOs who are
assigned outside the European Economic Area and Switzerland the Donor shall be
responsible for contribution to the national pension fund; i.e. Overseas Social Security

Office (OSSOM) in accordance with the rules and regulations applicable thereto.

3.2 UNEP shall establish the conditions of service of each JPO in a Letter of
Appointment consistent with paragraph 1.3 above. UNEP shall communicate to the_
Donor from time to time by modifications of or amendments to thé standard Letter of
Appointment, the conditions of employment of Junior Professional Officers, and the

rules and regulations applicable to them.

3.3  Each Junior Professional Officer shall normally be appointed at the the P-2
level, as appropriate, in accordance with the applicable UN salary scale for an initial
period of twelve months, each year renewable up to a maximum of 3 years, depending
on the performance of the JPO. The performance of each JPO shall be appraised by
UNEP. UNEP will submit the reports on the JPO’s performance to the Donor. It is

understood that the initial period of service may only be extended by mutual

agreement between UNEP and the Donor..

3.4  UNEP shall meet all expenses connected with the assignment of Junior

Professional Officers, utilizing for this purpose funds in the Account referred to in
paragraph 4.2 below. Such expenses shall include:

() Salaries and allowances
(b) Transportation to and from duty station and related costs and allowances

(c)

functions, up to a total of US$ 4,000 per annum including subsistence allowances for

Travel/Training costs which are incurred in the performance of official

cach Junior Professional Officer. Any additional travel costs over that sum shall be

borne by UNEP.
(d) Travels to and from the duty station for dependants and related costs and

allowances.




Entitlements in commection with the separation from UNEP service, including

(e)
commutation of accrued annual leave if any.
63 UNEP’s share premium costs of participation, under applicable rules and

regulations in the Group Medical Tnsurance Plan and UNEP’s contribution to the
United Nations Joint Staff Pension Fund, for the JPOs who are assigned to the
European Economic Area and Switzerland, in accordance with the rules and
regulations applicable thereto.

(g)  'The Donor shall also pay to UNEP, following the procedure established in the
preceding paragraphs, 14% of the total cost of the assignment of each Funior
Professional Officer to cover UNEP’S administrative expenses in accordance with a
costing sheet to be provided to the Donor by UNEP.

(h) Any insurance premiums which UNEP may have to pay in order to offer the
“Junior Professioﬁal Officers coverage for service-incurred injury, illness or death,
equivalent to the provisions of appendix D to the staff rules of the United Nations,

3.5  The Donor shail endeavour to give dué consideration to financing JPOs from

developing countries in accordance with paragraph 10 of the Governing Council
Decision 16/46 which invites “Governments. to continue and increase their support in
the form of funds for the employment in the United Nations Environment Programme
of additional staff including staff from developing countries, and as for Junior

Professional Officers, their employment should as far as possible include staff from

developing countries”.

4.1 The Donor shall provide UNEP with the necessary funds to enable it to meet
the costs of the assighments of Junior Professional Officers under this Agreement,
The estimated sum thereof shall initially be agreed in writing in each particular case.
Payment of such estimated sum shall be made as soon as a candidate has been
accepted by UNEP, its offer of appointment accepted by the candidate, a tentative

entry-on-duty date established, and the Donor notified by UNEP,

4.2 The estimated sum due shall be deposited by the Government into the United

Nations Environment Programme Trust Fund Account (hereinafter referred to as “the

Account”). Payment against the Account in currencies other than US dollars the




Government shall be made by UNEP as at its operational rate of exchange in effect at

the time payment was due.

4.3 Anannual statement of the financial position of the Account (as of 31
December of the preceding year) shall be published with the audited accounts of
UNEP and submitted to the General Assembly of the United Nations and the
Governing Council of UNEP in accordance with the Financial regulations and rules of
UNEP. UNEP will submit the annual statement of the financial position of the
Account to the Donor not later than 30 June of each year showing the use of all funds
spent for the implementation of this Agreement during the preceding calendar year.
Should the sums initially deposited by the Donor in respect of any specific Junior
Professional Officer whose assignment ends in a given year be greater than or fall
short of the total sums actually expended by UNEP in respect of his total period of
service, the annual statement for that year shall so indicate, and the Donor shall either

be credited with or shall make up the difference by an appropriate deposit into the

Account within 90 calendar days of receipt of the statement.

4.4 The fore going procedures shall also apply in cases where the initial period of

service of a Junior Professional Officer is extended in accordance with paragraph 3.3

above.

4.5  Theterms and conditions of this Agreement may be modified by exchange of

letters between UNEP and the Donor.
4.7 Ontermination of this Agreement, UNEP will refund to the Donor any unspent

balance remaining to the credit of the Donor on the Account described in Article 4.3.

The obligation assumed by the parties vis-a-vis the JPOs shall be fulfilled until the

end of the period of their appointment.

This Agreement shall enter into force on the date of signature by both parties and shall
apply to funding of assignments subsequently agreed upon. This Agreement replaces

and supersedes any previous agreements between UNEP and the Donor.




IN WITNESS WHEREOF the authorized representatives of the parties hereto, have

signed this Agreement.
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For UNEP
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