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Where and when to apply?( 
1. Where to apply?

1.1 Long stay visa (Belgium):

You have to apply at the Belgian Embassy or Consulate

1.2.  Short stay visa (Schengen Member States):
- If the travel destination is one Schengen Member States, you have to apply at the Embassy or Consulate of this State.

- If the travel destination includes more than one Schengen Member States, the application must be dealt with by the Embassy or Consulate of the main destination. The main destination is understood to be the destination where the applicant intends to spend the longest time or where the main purpose of the intended journey is carried out.

- If no main destination can be determined, the Embassy or Consulate of the Schengen Member States whose external border the applicant intends to cross first must deal with the application

1.3.
If, according to the above regulation, you have to apply at the Belgian Embassy or Consulate in China, all depends on the place you are registered and / or living. You have to apply at the Belgian diplomatic mission who has your permanent or temporary residence in its jurisdiction.

-
If you are permanent resident at the same address that is mentioned on your Hukou (Chinese family booklet), it’s easy to know which mission has your city / province in its jurisdiction.

- 
If you are temporary resident in a different place, you should provide a temporary residence card from the province where you are living and apply at the mission who has this province in its jurisdiction.

	
The different jurisdictions are as follows

	Belgian Embassy

Beijing
	Belgian Consulate General Guangzhou
	Belgian Consulate General Shanghai 

	All other provinces
	- Fujian province
	- Shanghai Municipality

	
	- Guangdong province
	- Anhui province

	
	- Hainan province
	- Jiangsu province

	
	- Yunnan province
	- Zhejiang province

	
	- Guangxi Zhuang

  Autonomous Region
	


Please note that: 
· Application by courier (service) is not accepted.
· If you are not registered as permanent or temporary resident in China, we can receive your application, but you file will be automatically submitted to the Ministry of Interior in Brussels for final decision.

2. Where to go? At the Embassy/Consulate or the Visa application center?
To meet the increasing demand, while maintaining high standards of service, the Embassy/Consulate of Belgium has opened three “Visa Application Centers”.
They are open to all nationals residing in China who wish to apply for a visa. 
All applications can be submitted without a prior appointment and will be charged 180 CNY each (not included the visa-handling fee - more details). 
In case you have documents to be legalized by the Belgian Consulate in your visa file, they can be introduced at the Visa Application Center. They will be charged 20 CNY per legalization (not included the legalization fee – 15 EUR - more details).

On a daily base, the Visa Application Centre sends to the Embassy/Consulate the files received for treatment and decision. On a daily base also, the Visa Application Centre receives back the sealed envelops with the passports and files to be returned.

Please note that you are free to choose to apply and/or to submit your visa application and/or legalizations at the Visa Application Centre or at the Belgian Embassy/Consulate.

This procedure will not only avoid queuing and waiting lists but will also focus on delivering the visas within a very short time. 
If you wish to learn more about the Visa Application Centre, please visit the following website: http://www.vfs-be-cn.com
3. When to apply?

3.1.  Short stay visa (Schengen Member States):
- A visa application should in principle be lodged at least 15 calendar days before the intended visit and cannot be lodged earlier than three months before the start of the intended visit.

- An application lodged less than 15 calendar days before the intended departure may be accepted, but the applicant should be informed that the processing time may be of up to 15 calendar days. If, nevertheless the applicant insists on lodging the application he should be informed that the final decision might be taken after the intended date of departure.

- A holder of a multiple-entry visa may apply for a new visa before the expiry of the validity of the visa currently held. However, the validity of the new visa must complement the current visa, i.e. a person cannot hold two uniform visas valid for the same period in time. 

3.2. 
Long stay visa (Belgium):

Your application should be lodged as soon as possible.
4. Address & opening hours:
4.1. Beijing

	Belgian Embassy 
6, San Li Tun Lu
100 600 Beijing
Tel:
+86 (0)10 6532.1736 


+86 (0)10 6532.1737
Fax:
+86 (0)10 6532.5097

E-mail:
beijing@diplobel.fed.be 

Website:   http://www.diplomatie.be/beijing
	Visa Application Centre

Room E, 10/F, Oriental Kenzo Plaza, 

No.48 Dongzhimen Wai Street, 

Dongcheng District, 100027 Beijing

Tel:       +86 (0)10 8447.6235
Email:  infopek.becn@vfshelpline.com
Website: http://www.vfs-be-cn.com

	Opening hours: see below
	Opening hours:
Monday through Friday
from 8.00 am to 14.30 pm 


Opening hours of the visa section at the Belgian Embassy in Beijing
Monday through Friday: from 9.00 am to 12.30 am, and afternoon, with appointment

Fast track procedure - for the Belgian companies settled in China:

Monday and Wednesday from 2.00 pm to 3.00 pm

4.2. Guangzhou

	 Belgian Consulate General
Room 1601-02A, Citic Plaza

233 Tianhe Bei Lu

510 613 Guangzhou

Tel.:
+86 (0)20 3877.2351 
      
+86 (0)20 3877.2356

Fax:      +86 (0)20 3877.2353

E-mail:  guangzhou@diplobel.fed.be 
Website http://www.diplomatie.be/guangzhou/

	Visa Application Centre

Room 351A 3/F Chengjian Mansion 

189, Tiyu Road (West)

Tianhe District, 510620 Guangzhou 

Tel:        +86(0)20 3879.7382
Fax:       +86(0)20 3879.7376

Email: infocan.becn@vfshelpline.com
Website: http://www.vfs-be-cn.com

	Opening hours: 

Monday through Friday
from 8.30 am to 12.30 am and from 2 pm to 5 pm, with appointment.
	Opening hours: 

Monday through Friday
from 8.00 am to 2.30 pm


4.3. Shanghai

	Belgian Consulate General
127 Wu Yi Road

200 050 Shanghai

Tel:         +86 (0)21 6437 6579


Fax:
+86 (0)21 6437 7041

E-mail:
shanghai@diplobel.fed.be
Website: http://www.diplomatie.be/shanghai

	Visa Application Centre

(English): 3F, <Guangdong> <Development> <Bank> <Tower>, <<No. 555 Xujiahui Road>>, 200023, <<Shanghai>>
 (Chinese): 上海市徐家汇路555号广东发展银行大厦3层，200023
Tel:       +86 (0)21 6390 1445
Email: infosha.becn@vfshelpline.com
Website: http://www.vfs-be-cn.com


	Opening hours: 

Monday, Wednesday, Friday: 9:00 to 11:30  (Closed Tuesday, Thursday)


	Opening hours
Monday through Friday
from 8.00 am to 3.0 pm


( For further information, please feel free to contact:


Belgian Embassy 


Beijing�
(86) (10) 65.32.17.36 


or           65.32.17.37�
� HYPERLINK "mailto:beijing@diplobel.fed.be" ��beijing@diplobel.fed.be��
�
Belgian Consulate General Guangzhou�
(86) (20) 38.77.23.56 


or           38.77.23.51�
� HYPERLINK "mailto:guangzhou@diplobel.fed.be" ��guangzhou@diplobel.fed.be��
�
Belgian Consulate General Shanghai�
(86) (21) 64.37.65.79


�
� HYPERLINK "mailto:shanghai@diplobel.fed.be" ��shanghai@diplobel.fed.be��
�
(27/04/2010)








